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Usti‘s TOP sights

Ustinad Labem, the biggest city in the North Bohemian region, can boast
anumberofgreat TOPsightsthat makeitnumberonenationwide, Europe-wide
or even worldwide. This important strategic point by the largest Czech river
soon became an important fortified settlement under the Premyslids. In the
13th century, a royal free town grew here, although for most of its existence
it was more a sleepy small town set in the picturesque River Elbe valley.
Most recognised personalities of European culture such as the composer
Richard Wagner, natural scientist and explorer Alexander Humboldt, painter
Ludwig Richter, and writer Karel May were enchanted by it in the 19th century.
However, the nearby deposits of brown coal and the crucial transport routes
predestined a different fate for the town. During the late 19th century,
the sleepy town turned into a leading metropolis of the empire. It featured
the greatest chemicals company, the greatest bottling plant, the first pulp mill,
yeast press, the largest marshalling yard, the busiest ports, etc. The bustling
town gave birth to successful sons and daughters such as Rudi Sieber,
afilmproducerand husband of Marlene Dietrich, the internationally renowned
German actress, Ignaz Petschek, the wealthiest entrepreneur of Czechoslova-
kia in the interwar period, the highest Czech commander and general in WWI
- Eduard Kadlec, the first globe-trotting film maker - Martha Schichtovd, Heinz
Edelmann - artist and creator of the most famous submarine, i.e. the “Yellow
Submarine” film with the legendary Beatles, Vladimir Pdral, the bestselling
contemporary Czech writer, etc. Do you find so many superlatives are just too
much for one town?

Let us find some more in Usti’s streets ...

©® The most leaning
tower in Central Europe

Is it going to fall or not? This is
what you could think when you see
the tower of the Gothic Church of
the Assumption of Our Lady. It leans
so much that it can boast the title
of the most leaning tower in Central
Europe. Its creator, the famed builder
of the St. Vitus Cathedral, architect
Josef Mocker, certainly did not build it
with a lean in 1890. The spire was hit
by bombs in an air raid at the end of

WWIL. The nave corner collapsed and
the tower's structure was disturbed.
Such serious devastation appeared
to have been fatal. In the end it was
supported by a construction made of
massive timber piles and the
rescue work took four years to
stabilise the structure. Still, it leans
from the perpendicular axis by about

two metres over its 65 m height. It is
ranked in the top five leaning towers in
Europe, right behind the famous bell
tower in Pisa. First place is held by the
church tower in Suurhusen, Germany,
whichis 274 m tall and leans by243 cm.

® The tallest building
in Czechoslovakia between 1930-1934

Facing the administration building of Spolek pro chemickou a hutni
vyrobu you can feel the spirit of America. With a height of 44m it was the tallest
building in Czechoslovakia in 1930 when it was completed. The ten-storey
building was referred to as a skyscraper then, the very first one nationwide.
It symbolised the sovereign position of Spolchemie as one of the most important
European players on the chemicals market. The skyscraper featured technical
achievements such as tube post and the paternoster lift with cabins moving
on a chain without stopping, with everyone wanting to know what would
happen if they failed to get off ....

The Usti skyscraper remained the tallest building for four years. Then it
was beaten by other structures in Prague and Zlin. Today, even the blocks
of flats in the local high rise blocks are taller. However, architecture experts
regard the building as the most monumental Expressionism structure in
the Czech Repubilic, at least.

© The oldest district heating in Czechoslovakia

The museum building was completed in 1876, originally as the largest
school in the city. It is marked in the history of the town mostly because
it was the first building in Czechoslovakia connected to district heating.
This breakthrough technology was taken up by the city council after
the collapse of the old school boiler room in 1922. However, it took some
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timetotakethedecisionbecause
the proposal was considered
unfeasible. The idea of district
heating was more to be found
in visionary literature even in
the early 20th century. Once
the steam pipe from the nearby

power plant was successfully laid and the facility proved to work, other public
buildings were successively connected. From 1925, the power plant also had
private buildings connected. In any case, radiators were filled with sharp
steam, not hot water as today. It was used for heating as well as cooking in
combined electric-steam kitchen stoves. A heat plant was later established
in Brno to follow Usti as a progressive town, however, not until 1930.

O The wealthiest entrepreneur in Czechoslovakia
between WWI and WWII

Have you ever thought about
what the house of the richest
entrepreneur in pre-war Czecho-
slovakia looked like? The initial
“P” in the forged grating above
the villa’s entrance dating back to
1902 stands for Ignaz Petschek,
a coal tycoon. This Jewish coal
wholesaler was referred to as
a prodigious businessman even
by the Nazis. He was born in Kolin
into the family of a minor Jewish
tradesman. His surname was
derived from the nearby hamlet

Ignaz Petschek
(14 July 1857 - 15 February 1934)

of Pecky, where his ancestors had
lived since time immemorial. In
1876, he made the crucial decision to move to Usti, then a brown coal
trading centre. He made a fortune selling coal; today it would amount to
billions of crowns. He controlled half of the brown coal mining in Europe

at the time his career was culminating. Not only did he leave the luxury

villa in Winstona Churchilla Street
but also a number of public
structures whose generous
benefactor he was.

© The most courageous open-air cinema roofing

Not a single pier interferes with the audience’s view in
the open-air cinema. Yet, a steel roof the size of half a football
pitch is suspended above their heads. 3,500 visitors can escape
from the rain here without

a problem in this, the largest
roofed amphitheatre area in L

the Czech Republic. There were =
only two similar structures = - '

worldwide at the time it =
was established in 1971 - in =
Western Germany and Australia. S T

However, neither could compare

with the Usti roof's parameters. The unique steel structure of the

open-air cinema was designed by a magician, Czech engineer
Josef Zeman (1922-1997). He became world renowned for his
daring Zdakovsky Bridge construction at the Orlik dam. The private
garden surrounding the villa of the richest pre-war businessman,
Ignaz Petschek, is the setting for one of the largest open-air theatres
in the Czech Republic. The villa was confiscated from the Jewish
mine owner by the Nazis, followed later by the communists.
It is a huge area right in the city centre on 33 hectares of greenery.
The open-air cinema was brought into being here in 1951.

O First exhibition of projected sound film
in Czechoslovakia

The first time film “talked” in Czechoslovakia was on 26 April 1929
right here in the famous Usti Drama Theatre (Cinoherni studio). At that
time, it was the Alhambra Cinema. Prague audiences had to watch just
silent films for another four months. Nevertheless, professional literature
incorrectly links the first Czechoslovak projection of sound film with Prague
on 13 August. A projection device reading the sound from the film strip
was a world novelty in 1929. The Usti film studio did not hesitate to invest
in purchasing it for an unbelievable half a million crowns. The sensation
attracted spectators from far and wide to Usti. The cinema showed a silent
film first with the soundplayed from gramophone records to demonstrate
how imperfect all the trials before to

make talkies had been. The renowned
Usti businessman Georg Schicht
appeared on the screen and talked to
the astonishment of all the audience.
He made a speech on the importance
of sound film, in which he saw an
opportunity to advertise his products
- Elida soap and Ceres fat.




